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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-10 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Takaira et al (U.S. 6,750,982) hereinafter Takaira. 

Regarding claim 1, Takaira discloses a method of distributing data from an e-mail 
enabled printer (fig. 2, schematic of printer 2, which can send/receive email), 
comprising: retrieving data from a memory of said e-mail enabled printer (col. 3, lines 
24-25, data storing unit 14 for storing email addresses, which the user can retrieve by 
using the operation panel unit 18); attaching said data to an e-mail (col. 3, lines 33-34, 
attach printer driver to email message); sending said e-mail and attached data to an e- 
mail enabled device (col. 3, lines 40-42, the email is send to the email server connected 
to network N) ; and storing at least said attached data in a job retention memory of said 
e-mail enabled device (col. 3, lines 40-42, the email is send to the email server 
connected to network N— it is inherent that the server is a PC, which has memory to 
retain the email body and attachment sent from the printer 2). 

Regarding claim 2, Takaira discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
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retrieving data from a memory of said e-mail enabled printer comprises retrieving data 
from a job retention memory of said e-mail enabled printer (col. 3, lines 30-34, the data 
storing unit 14 store data for using the printer such as "method of setting the printer" and 
"location of which the printer is placed" and printer driver all of which is send to the PCs 
4 via network N, see fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 3, Takaira discloses the method of claim 1, wherein said 
retrieving data from a memory of said e-mail enabled printer is initiated using a device in 
communication with said e-mail enabled printer (col. 3, lines 43-46, the operational 
panel unit 18 is used to attach and send email). 

Regarding claim 4, Takaira discloses the method of claim 3, wherein said device 
in communication with said e-mail enabled printer includes a network device (fig. 1, 
network N) selected from a group consisting of a workstation (fig. 1 , workstations 4A, 
4B, and 4C), an e-mail enabled printer (fig. 1 , email enable printers 2A and 2B), and an 
e-mail server (col. 3, lines 40-42, the email is send to the email server connected to 
network N). 

Regarding claim 5, Takaira discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
creating an e-mail for attaching said data to (col. 3, lines 33-34, attach printer driver to 
email message), said e-mail including an e-mail address (col. 4, lines 1-2, email 
addresses are inputted via the operational panel unit 18). 

Regarding claim 6, Takaira discloses the method of claim 5, wherein said 
creating an e-mail for attaching said data to comprises: providing a list of available e- 
mail addresses (col. 4, lines 12-13, the control unit 12 fetches the email addresses of 
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the PCs 4); selecting at least one of said available e-mail addresses (col. 4, lines 1-2, 
email addresses are inputted via the operational panel unit 18); and creating an e-mail 
addressed to each of said selected at least one available e-mail addresses (col. 4, lines 
15-16, sends electronic mail based on the addresses). 

Regarding claim 7, Takaira discloses the method of claim 6, wherein said 
providing a list of available e-mail addresses comprises: retrieving a list of stored e-mail 
addresses from a memory of said e-mail enabled printer (col. 4, lines 12-13, storing unit 
14 stores the email addresses for the PCs 4); and displaying said list of stored e-mail 
addresses for selection (col. 4, lines 1-2, email addresses are inputted via the 
operational panel unit 18). 

Regarding claim 8, Takaira discloses the method of claim 5, wherein said 
creating an e-mail for attaching said data to comprises: retrieving at least one e-mail 
address entered by a user; and creating an e-mail addressed to said at least one e-mail 
address entered by said user (col. 4, lines 1-2, email addresses are inputted via the 
operational panel unit 18-examiner is interpreting operational panel unit 18 as a GUI 
where a user can retrieve email addresses from list or manually enter email addresses). 

Regarding claim 9, Takaira discloses the method of claim 1, wherein said 
attaching said data to an e-mail created by said e-mail enabled printer comprises 
attaching said data to an e-mail addressed to at least one designated e-mail address 
col. 4, lines 15-16, sends electronic mail based on the addresses). 

Regarding claim 10, Takaira discloses the method of claim 1, wherein said 
sending said e-mail and attached data to an e-mail enabled device comprises sending 
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an e-mail and attached data from said e-mail enabled printer to a network device (fig. 1 , 
network N) selected from the group consisting of a workstation (fig. 1 , workstations 4A, 
4B, and 4C), an e-mail enabled printer (fig. 1, email enable printers 2A and 2B), and an 
e-mail server (col. 3, lines 40-42, the email is send to the email server connected to 
network N). 

Regarding claim 16, Takaira discloses a system (fig. 1, a system for connecting 
printers with PCs) for distributing data, comprising:* a network (fig. 1 , network N); and at 
least one e-mail enabled printer for communicating over said network (fig. 1, printers 2A 
and 2B are email enable printers), said e-mail enabled printer comprising at least one 
microprocessor for operating said e-mail enabled printer (fig. 2, control unit 12 control 
the operation of the email enable printer for sending and receiving email); a display 
panel for displaying data (fig. 2, operational unit 18), and a job retention memory for 
storing data for distribution (fig. 2, user data storing unit for storing data). 

Regarding claim 17, Takaira discloses the system of claim 16, wherein said e- 
mail enabled printer further comprises a control panel for selecting data from data 
displayed on said display device (fig. 2, operational unit 18, col. 4, line 1 , operational 
unit 18, is used for various data setting). 

Regarding claim 18, Takaira discloses the system of claim 16, further 
comprising, data stored in said job retention memory (fig. 2, user data storing unit 14, 
col. 3, lines 30-34 stores files and printer driver). 

Regarding claim 19, Takaira discloses the system of claim 16, wherein said e- 
mail enabled printer further comprises at least one list of e-mail addresses for displaying 
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on said display device (col. 4, lines 12-13, the control unit 12 fetches the email 
addresses of the PCs 4, which is then display to the user at operational panel unit 18). 

Regarding claim 20, Takaira discloses the system of claim 16, further comprising: 
an Internet connection for communicating with said network (fig. 1, network N, it is well 
known in the art that an email servers has to use some type of protocol such as SMTP 
which uses an Internet for sending and receiving email); an e-mail server for 
communicating with said network (col. 3, lines 40-42, the email is send to the email 
server connected to network N); and at least one workstation for communication with 
said network (fig. 1 , workstations 4A, 4B and 4C are connected via network N). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 11-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takaira in view of Kageyama et al (U.S. 6,567,180) hereinafter Kageyama. 

Regarding claim 1 1, Takaira discloses a method of distributing email comprising: 
creating an e-mail (fig. 2, operational panel unit 18, is used to composed the email); 
attaching said selected at least a file to said e-mail (col. 3, lines 33-34, attach printer 
driver to email message); and sending said e-mail for distributing (col. 3, lines 40-42, 
the email is send to the email server connected to network N). 

Takaira does not disclose expressly that the attachment is a print job retained at 
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the printer. 

Kageyama discloses that print job can be archive at the printer (see fig. 5, 
archive 2220). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Takaira as per teaching of Kageyama because by 
retaining print job in an archive at the printer it would have been simple to recall the 
document for re-print (col. 8, line 51) in such case that a print failure occurred. 

Regarding claim 12, Takaira discloses the method of claim 11, wherein e-mail 
enabled printer can send attached file via email to another e-mail enabled printer (fig. 2, 
electronic mail sending/receiving unit 20). 

Takaira does not disclose expressly that the attachment is a print job retained at 
the printer. 

Kageyama discloses that print job can be archive at the printer (see fig. 5, 
archive 2220). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Takaira as per teaching of Kageyama because by 
retaining print job in an archive at the printer it would have been simple to recall the 
document for re-print (col. 8, line 51 ) in such case that a print failure occurred. 
Furthermore, by sending the print job via email from said printer A to printer B when 
printer A is out of ink printer B can process the job in order to save down time. 

Regarding claim 13, Takaira discloses the method of claim 1 1 , wherein said 
creating an e-mail comprises: retrieving a list of available e-mail addresses from said 
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memory of said e-mail enabled printer (col. 4, lines 12-13, the control unit 12 fetches the 
email addresses of the PCs 4); selecting at least one e-mail address from said retrieved 
list of available e-mail addresses (col. 4, lines 1-2, email addresses are inputted via the 
operational panel unit 18); and addressing an e-mail with said selected at least one e- 
mail address (col. 4, lines 15-16, sends electronic mail based on the addresses). 

Regarding claim 14, Takaira discloses the method of claim 1 1 , wherein said 
creating an e-mail comprises: entering at least one e-mail address into said e-mail 
enabled printer using a control panel of said e-mail enabled printer (col. 4, lines 1-2, 
email addresses are inputted via the operational panel unit 18); and addressing an e- 
mail with said at least one entered e-mail address (col. 4, lines 15-16, sends electronic 
mail based on the addresses). 

Regarding claim 15, Takaira discloses the method of claim 1 1 , wherein said 
selecting at least one of said files stored in said memory of said e-mail enabled printer 
for distribution comprises: retrieving a list of files stored in said memory of said e-mail 
enabled printer from said memory (fig. 2, user data storing unit 14, used to store files 
and print driver); displaying said list of files stored in said memory; providing a control 
panel for selecting at least one of said files and selecting at least one of said files using 
said control panel (fig. 2, operation panel unit 18, allows user to select file and attach to 
email). 

Takaira does not disclose expressly that the attachment is a print job retained at 
the printer. 

Kageyama discloses that print job can be archive at the printer (see fig. 5, 
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archive 2220). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Takaira as per teaching of Kageyama because by 
retaining print job in an archive at the printer it would have been simple to recall the 
document for re-print (col. 8, line 51 ) in such case that a print failure occurred. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
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